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face not merely the direction in which you are
going, but whether the current is bearing you
slow or fast. These observations and many others
like them can only be properly made at night;
however much attention we give to them by day-
light, we are always helped or hindered by
sight, so that the results escape us. Yet here we
use neither hand nor stick. How much may be
learnt by touch, without ever touching any-
thing!

I would have plenty of games in the dark!
This suggestion is more valuable than it seems
at first sight. Men are naturally afraid of the
dark; so are some animals.* Only a few men are
freed from this burden by knowledge, determina-
tion, and courage, I have seen thinkers, unbe-
lievers, philosophers, exceedingly brave by day-
light, tremble like women at the rustling of a
leaf in the dark. This terror is put down to
nurses' tales; this is a mistake; it has a natural
cause. What is this cause? What makes the deaf
suspicious and the lower classes superstitious?
Ignorance of the things about us, and of what is
taking place around us*t Accustomed to perceive

* This terror is very noticeable during great eclipse*
of the turn.

t Another cause has been well explained by *
philosopher, often quoted in this work, a philosopher

to whose wide views I am very greatly indebted.

"When tinder special conditions we cannot form a
lair idea of distance, when we can only judge things